
Dear Parents,  
What a fantastic day it was yesterday for 
the year 5 and 6 ski program.  
 
Finally the fog, the mist, the drizzle and the 
wind left us at least for a day! A big thanks to 
all our parent helpers who make the ski days 
so much easier. Letôs hope there are a few 
more sunny Wednesdays and some more 
snow! 
 
Position of the new building 
Earlier this term the school council made a 
decision in regards to the position of the new 
building. We have not heard from the project 
managerôs, Coffey Projects, in regards to 
whether they agree with the position we have 
chosen (they are busy with many other site 
inspections around the state). At last nightôs 
school council meeting it was decided to make 
the decision on the location of the new site 
public, even though we havenôt got the green 
light from Coffey Projects.  
 
The new school building, subject to approval 
from Coffey Projects, will be built where the 
current pine trees are (the ones closest to  
Tennis Court Avenue). Please feel free to 
come into school and see a map with the 
placement of the new school building.  
 
Parent Opinion Survey 2009 
It is that time of the year again when the     
Department of Education and Early Childhood 
send out their annual parent survey. As in  
previous years 40 families receive the survey. 
These families are randomly chosen through a 
computer generated program in Melbourne. 
We are then sent the surveys from DEECD to 
hand out.  
 
Please note that the survey goes home with 
the eldest child. Thus when you answer the 
survey you are answering it based on your 
eldest child. It is really important for the school 
to receive ALL the surveys back. So I urge you 

to fill them out and hand them back to the 
school office by no later than the 28th of 
August. 
 
The school places a high importance on the 
data gathered from the surveys and your 
responses help us to modify aspects of our 
great school.  
 
Please make sure to check your childôs bag 
for the survey. 
 
If you do not receive a parent opinion survey 
and you would like to provide the school with 
some feedback, please do so by visiting me 
or emailing the School Council President at 
iainmoore@internode.on.net 
 
 
Parent/Student and Teacher Interviews 
Please remember that the parent/student 
and teacher interviews are on the 7th of    
September. As yet we have not received any 
request from parents for a time slot. If you 
have a particular time slot between 1.00pm 
and 5.00pm that suits your schedule, please 
let Sue know at the office by tomorrow. After 
this, Sue will be putting together a schedule 
of meeting times for each year level.  
 
Book week celebrations 
Next week is book week (if you didnôt know 
by now!). Donôt forget that our book fair is on 
Thursday the 27th of August. The parade of 
costumes will begin at 9.10am. So please 
come down, stay and enjoy and join in on the 
festivities. Parents, family members and 
younger brother and sisters welcome. 
 
Book week is a great reminder to all of us the 
importance of books in our lives. At the    
moment Annika, our youngest, loves me to 
read to her every night three books before 
she goes to sleep. They are EIEIO (old Mac-
Donald had a farm), TUMS (a book about 
different animal tummies) and óWho Sank the 
Boat?ô By Pamela Allen. Then I go and read 
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to Arana and she loves me to read to her a story about MUD! 
and a story about fairies. She knows all the words now and 
helps me to read them. In the meantime Acacia reads to us 
her school reader and then when she is finished she goes on 
to continue other books like óSnuggle Pot and Cuddle Pieô. 
 
If you are looking for some great Australian books, here is a 
list of Mem Foxôs (author of óPossum Magicô and other brilliant 
story books) favourites: 
 
Leslie Rees: Shy the Platypus 
Dorothy Wall: The Adventures of Blinky Bill 
May Gibbs: Snuggle Pot and Cuddle Pie 
Henry Lawson: While the Billy Boils 
Helen Garner: The First Stone 
Peter Carey: Jack Maggs 
Patrick White: The Solid Mandala 
Sally Morgan: My Place 
Shirley Hazzard: The Transit of Venus 
Tom Keneally: Schindlerôs Ark 
Tim Winton: Cloudstreet , The Riders and Turning Point 
 
Kids ôGo For Your Lifeõ 
Children need less high fat, high sugar foods and drinks  

An important part of creating a healthy school   

environment is to set a good example and make 

healthy choices easier for students. Research 

shows that children believe that school and every-

thing about school is healthy, so its important for the school 

canteen/lunch order service to give children the right         

messages about healthy eating. The canteen provides an        

opportunity to teach children that eating away from home can 

be healthy too. 

 

Occasionallyô foods is a term commonly used in canteen 

guidelines to refer to foods and drinks that lack adequate 

nutrients and are high in saturated fat, sugar and/or salt such 

as confectionery, soft drinks, deep fried foods, high fat/

sodium pies, pastries, cakes and chips. 

Most people enjoy the taste of these foods but too many of 

these foods and drinks is linked to overweight and obesity, 

dental caries and can mean children miss out on nutrients for 

growth and development. They can also increase the risk of 

type 2 diabetes and heart disease. 

 

As canteen and foods services move towards limiting 

ñoccasionallyò foods, it is a good opportunity for families to 

review their lunchboxes too.   

 

Healthy learning lunchboxes are full of healthy choices. Just 

as for canteens and lunch orders, chips, lollies, chocolate and 

sweet drinks are best left out and saved for limited occasions. 

 Quote of the week 

ò1. Spend at least ten wildly happy minutes every single day 
reading aloud. 
2. Read at least three stories a day: it may be the same 
story three times. Children need to hear a thousand stories 
before they can begin to learn to read. 
3. Read aloud with animation. Listen to your own voice and 
donôt be dull, or flat, or boring. Hang loose and be loud, have 
fun and laugh a lot. 
4. Read with joy and enjoyment: real enjoyment for yourself 
and great joy for the listeners. 
5. Read the stories that the kids love, over and over and 
over again, and always read in the same ótuneô for each 
book: i.e. with the same intonations on each page, each 
time. 
6. Let children hear lots of language by talking to them    
constantly about the pictures, or anything else connected to 
the book; or sing any old song that you can remember; or 
say nursery rhymes in a bouncy way; or be noisy together 
doing clapping games. 
7. Look for rhyme, rhythm or repetition in books for young 
children, and make sure the books are really short. 
8. Play games with the things that you and the child can see 
on the page, such as letting kids finish rhymes, and finding 
the letters that start the childôs name and yours,              
remembering that itôs never work, itôs always a fabulous 
game. 
9. Never ever teach reading, or get tense around books. 
10. Please read aloud every day, mums and dads, because 
you just love being with your child, not because itôs the right 
thing to do."  
(From Mem Fox) 
 

Tony Keeble 

Principal 
 

ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS 
Dylan Ryder, Anderson Rookesðexcellent effort for their imagina-
tive story 
Molly Willey, Lucy Lembkeðgreat attitude to class work 
Ellicia McDermottðsettling in well to a new school 
Sarah Shannonðexcellent reading 
Ebony Tanzenðbeing a caring and thoughtful friend.  
Lydi Fowlerðbig improvement in computer skills.  
Jackson McDermottðsettling in well at his new school 
Maddie Brewðbeing a helpful friend 
Cooper Cappellariðhard work on Solar System power point. 
Conor Saultðworking hard on Solar System power point 
Madeline Willisðgood measuring and cooking in canteen 
Britney McDermottðmaking a great start to school life  
Trilby Fordðgreat work in Maths 
Jake Saunders - great sewing in the Arts 
Ellie Robinsonðhelping others with their sewing 
Cooper Cappellariða wonderful attitude to Indonesian 
The Prepsðsurprising and delighting Emily with their fantastic 
scissor skills 
Charlotte Rookes, Georgia Oakleyðfantastic problem solving 
Nic Blackwellðwriting a great dramatic story 
Mitchell McDermottðbring a great class member 
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This week is Science Week.  
 
Here is a fun experiment that you can try at home.  


